
Appendix A 

 
Public speaking and questions at Council meetings 
 
11.1  A Member of the Council may ask the Mayor, the appropriate Cabinet 

Member or the Chairman of a Committee any question about a matter 
which the Council, the Cabinet or the Committee has powers, duties or 
responsibilities. 

 
11.2 A Member may ask the nominated/designated representative of the 

Cheshire Fire Authority or the Cheshire Police Authority any question 
about the responsibilities of his/her respective Authority. 

 
11.3  Questions must be sent in writing to the Monitoring Officer at least 

three clear working days before the meeting. 
 
11.4 The Mayor may agree to take urgent questions where he considers 

that it has not been possible for a Member to give the required notice, 
provided that a copy of the question is given to the Monitoring Officer 
before the meeting starts. 

 
11.5  Questions will be asked and answered without discussion. In replying, 

the Member responding will use their reasonable endeavours to 
address the matters raised in the question. The Member responding 
may decline to answer any question or may: reply direct, reply by 
reference to a publication, or reply by written answer with a copy to 
such other Members of the Council as the Council agrees, or refer the 
question to an appropriate committee or to the Cabinet. 

 
11.6  Following the answer to each question, the questioner may ask a 

concise and focussed supplementary question which relates to the 
subject matter of the initial question and answer. The Mayor may 
choose to disallow a supplementary question if, in his opinion, it is 
inappropriate or unduly lengthy. The Member answering the 
supplementary question will decide whether or not to reply. 

 
11.7  Where a question submitted under this Procedure Rule relates to a 

matter that appears on the agenda for that meeting, the question shall 
be put and answered in accordance with this Procedure Rule, at the 
start of the consideration of that matter. 

 
11.8 A public speaking time and public question facility will apply to Council 

meetings, as detailed in Appendix 7. 
 
 


